October 2020 Newsletter

By Karen Barten / Secretary

President Greg Wirtz called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM.
Minutes from September Meeting: No corrections, motion made to accept, motion carried.
Sunshine Report: Marion O’Kray reported that she sent Get Well cards to Larry Shepard (Covid 19)and
Clark Snyder (Congested Heart). We hope that both of them are getting better. Thanks Marion in keeping
us informed of the needs of the club members.
Membership: We have (127) memberships in 2020. Missy Wachuta and Mason White joined the club.
Missy really enjoys the outdoors and being involved in her community. She is still relatively new to the
area and is excited to be meeting all these new faces. Mason is a Youth member and enjoys playing with
animals as his favorite pastime. Welcome Missy and Mason.
Treasurer’s Report:


Income came from: Sale of (2) Wisconsin River Woodcarvers’ baseball caps,
Dues 2020 / 2021, and donations.



Expenses were for: Printing of September newsletter, Ink for computer printer for club treasurer,
Cookies for club meeting, and shipping of Wisconsin River Woodcarvers baseball cap to Joe Longo.



A motion was made by Dick Fleisner and seconded by Barb Schenk to approve the treasurer’s
report. All in attendance approved.

Wisconsin River Woodcarvers 2021 Show:


The 2021 show will be held on September 18 & 19 at the Holiday Inn in Stevens Point.



Larry Shepard has informed the club that he will not be in charge of the Kid’s Carving for the show
in 2021. We need a volunteer for this important position.



All Raffle donations made for 2020 will be used for the 2021 show. We need many more raffle
prizes. The Nativity pieces carved for the 2020 show will be used for the 2021 show. We still
have some carvers who have not turned in their Nativity pieces. When you are carving Christmas
ornaments, carve an extra one for the Christmas tree that we will give away at the 2021 show.

Future Shows:


Ron O’Kray volunteered for the show chairman’s position in 2021. Ron requests that someone
volunteer to “intern or apprentice” with him, so that we will have a show chairman in 2022.



Ron’s last year as show chairman will be 2021. Tom Fischer of Pardeeville, WI showed interest
but declined after further consideration because of the distance he lives from the show.

Old Business:.


Ron O’Kray has (2) of the new 25th anniversary Baseball caps left. The price is $15.00



The club voted to meet at the Lake Wazeecha shelter. We have a Donation container to offset the
cost of meeting at the Lake Wazeecha shelter, PLEASE DONATE.



The shelter at Lake Wazeecha will close at the end of October.



Jim Balzer is working with Central Wisconsin Cultural Center about the club meeting there. We
have not been able to confirm with the Cultural Center at this time=--however the Cultural Center
was meeting Wednesday also--so we are hoping that Jim will be able to get more information for
us. Thanks Jim in working with both of us.



Ron O’Kray has received a donation of “Cut Resistant” gloves. There are assorted styles and
sizes. See Ron for your “Free” pair. Also the club has received a donation of “Athletic Tape”. It
works well as a thumb guard when carving. See Ron for your “Free” roll.



The Debbie Edwards “Resin” Otter from the library is missing. Please check your work center, to
see if you might have it.

Christmas Party:


The majority of members in attendance agreed that the club should have a Christmas party. Ken
Brzezinski volunteered to contact Smiley’s in Plover, WI as to cost, menu, and Covid 19
restrictions. The date for the party is tentatively Wednesday January 13, 2021. The cost and
menu would be the same as last year. We did have some concerns about restrictions that needed
to be observed for coved 19, the latest date for a final count on attendees for them. Also the
possible need to work together for the party. Ken will be getting back with Smiley’s to get some
answers to the questions. It was decided that the 14 members at the meeting will have a
Christmas Party, and proceed to get arrangements and information for it. Also it was asked that if
you bring an ornament you would get an ornament, and the same as for gifts. No the drawerings
because it was felt that visiting was more enjoyable not having to listen for so long. When asked
who at the meeting would go to the Christmas Party, it was 13 out of 14 members who would
attend.
Thanks Ken for all your work on this.



A Christmas attending form is attached and can be returned to Ron if you want to attend.

New Business:


Future Club carving projects? At this time we do not have anything in plan. If you have any
suggestions Please talk to Greg or Ron with suggestions.



It is with deep regret that we have come to an end of an era with the Musky Area Carvers workshop in
Boulder Junction. After nearly 25 years of hosting a successful workshop with the finest participants, we
are ending the event. We came to this conclusion after careful and hard felt consideration. We so
enjoyed making new friends and reconnecting with those returning year after year. We will miss the
face to face interaction but will hopefully still find ways to communicate. Drop us a line anytime, we will
keep the Musky Carvers email address. The website has been discontinued.
For now, keep learning, keep sharing, and keep carving.
Mary and Gordy Moscinski



Received the following E-mail from Connie Henke at the Alexander House: Our first show at the
Alexander House since the pandemic will be the Woodcarvers show that opens on Friday, January 15,
2021 and goes until February 23, 2021. We are wondering what the clubs thoughts are on having the
show given the current situation. Our preliminary thoughts are that guests would have to be masked
and social distancing would be required. There would not be an Opening Reception as usual with
refreshments. We may also have to limit the number of people in the house at one time. Let me know
what your thoughts are so we can proceed with the planning of the show.



Do we want to proceed? The members all agreed that we should proceed with the planning for
the Alexander House. Chet James volunteered to be the coordinator with the Alexander House.



Elections will be held for all club officers and board members at the November club meeting. If
you are interested in any position, contact President Greg Wirtz.



The following article is reprinted with permission from Tom Huntington of Wildfowl Carving and
Tom Fischer the author. The article was published in the Fall 2020 issue of Wildfowl Carving

Fireman Relief Carving by
Tom Kissner of Plover, WI

Full Size Osprey Carved by Tom
Fischer of Pardeevill, WI

Caricature Carving of a Horse
by Randy Hartjes of
Junction City, WI

Caricature Carving of a Christmas
Tree by Randy Hartjes

Santa Carving on a Maple
Thread Spool by Greg Wirtz

Upholsters Hammer of Butternut
by Ron O’Kray of Stevens Point, WI



We are including some pictures of carvings by Club members. If you have a picture you would like
included in future newsletters, please E-mail them to Ron O’Kray @ ron.marion@charter.net.
JPEG file preferred.



There being no other business President Greg Wirtz asked for a motion to adjourn. Marion O’Kray
made the motion seconded by Bonnie James. All approved. Meeting adjourned at 7:30 PM.
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