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    October 2024 Newsletter  
 

 
 

By:  Ron O’Kray – Secretary / Treasurer 
 

 
                 

 
 

President Greg Wirtz called the meeting to order at 6:40 PM October 9, 2024. 
 
Minutes from September 2024 Meeting: Motion made by Sophie Kubisiak and seconded by   
David King to accept as sent.  All in attendance approved.   
 
Sunshine Report:  Marion O’Kray reported that she sent  “Get Well” cards to Ron Peters of 
Rudolph, WI and Sue Uher of De Pere, WI    We hope they are both feeling better.  If you know of a 
club member that is sick, contact Marion at 715-341-2214 or ron.marion@charter.net.   
 
Membership:  We have (76) memberships paid for in 2024.   Joe Longo of Fond du Lac, WI rejoined 
the club.  Welcome back Joe.  We have (4) memberships paid for 2025.  Dues are due January 1, 
2025.  Cost of membership is $24.00 per year. 

INCOME AND EXPENSES SINCE LAST NEWLETTER 

EXPENSES INCOME DESCRIPTION 

$16.00  Cookies & Coffee for club meeting 
$77.19  Printing of (90) copies of two-page Show Cover Letter 
$87.60  Stamps for mailing of 2025 Show Letter 
$30.00   Rent of Lincoln Center September 2024 
$78.05  Website Security 

$125.14  Stamps 
$54.96  Ink for computer printer 

 $9.00 Donation to offset cost of 2025 Show magnets 
 $180.00 Floyd Rhadigan Seminar April 2025 
 $72.00 Dues 2025 
 $180.00 Tables @ 2025 Show 

$468.94 $441.00  

 
 
 

• A motion was made by Mahala Earnhart and seconded by Jerry Trzebiatowski to approve 
the treasurer’s report.  All in attendance agreed.   
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Old Business:   
 

• If you have pictures of recent seminars or carvings that you have completed, contact Ashten 
Brown to get them on Facebook, Kyle Mallek to get them on the Webpage, or Stan Carlson to 
get them in the Club Scrapbook.  Their contact information is listed below with all the club 
officials.   

 
 

• Empty Bowls of Portage County.  Wisconsin River Woodcarvers was asked to support the 
event by carving some bowls for the event.  The following information is from their website.  
Empty Bowls is a community project to raise money for local hunger prevention efforts.  For 
$13.00 (payable at the door) you get to choose a bowl created by local potters, community 
members, and students.  These bowls are unique and a great keepsake.  After choosing your 
bowl, you get to choose from a variety of soups donated by 40 local restaurants, served in 
disposable bowls.  The meal includes bread, beverage, and dessert.  The event features a raffle, 
marketplace, and entertainment.  Funds raised at this event go to support the Hunger and 
Poverty Prevention Partnership, Giving Gardens, Mobile Pantry, and Rent Ready programs as 
well as education and advocacy initiatives.  This is their 24th year.  The event will be held on 
Saturday October 19, 2024 at SPASH.  Greg Wirtz, Ron O’Kray, Katharine Wechorek, Tom 
Kissner, and Ken Brzezinski volunteered to donate a bowl.   

 
• We have been approached by the Marshfield Community Center to put on a demonstration 

on Saturday February 8, 2025 for 4H “Project discovery Day”.  More information to follow. 
 

• No Other Old Business 
 
Upcoming Seminars 
 

• The 4th Annual Floyd Rhadigan Seminar will be held at the Lincoln Center is Stevens 
Point, WI on Monday, Tuesday, & Wednesday, April 28, 29, & 30, 2025.  Cost is $150.00 
plus roughout(s) for Wisconsin River Woodcarvers members and & $160.00 plus 
roughouts(s) for Non-Members.  The cost for the seminar has stayed the same from 2022 to 
2025.  Cost of roughouts is between $15.00 and $40.00. Pay Floyd for roughouts at start of 
class.  Registration form is available or on the club website 
www.wisconsinriverwoodcarvers.org.    We have (13) carvers already paid.  There are 
only (2) spaces left. 
 

• The 3rd Annual John Engler Seminar will be held at the Lincoln Center is Stevens Point, 
WI. There will be a (3) day woodcarving class (Monday, Tuesday, & Wednesday, 
September 15, 16, & 17, 2025) and a (1) day painting class (Thursday September 18, 
2025).  He specializes in medium relief woodcarving finishing them off with watercolors. 
Cost of the seminar, Carving only - $210.00 members and $225.00 non-members.  Cost of 
Carving & Painting - $280.00 for members and $300.00 for non-members.   Blanks would 
cost between $40.00 and $45.00.  Pay John for blanks at start of class.  Check out his website 
www.johnenglerwoodcarving.com.  John needs minimum of (9) students and maximum of 
(13) students for carving and (10) students’ maximum for painting. We have (1) carver 
already paid.  A form is attached. 
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2025 Show 
 

• We have a signed contract with the Holiday Inn of Stevens Point for setup on Friday 
September 19, 2025 starting at 8:00 AM.  The show will be held on Saturday September 20, 
2025   from 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM and Sunday September 21, 2025 from 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM.  
Room rates will be $119.99 per night (same as in 2021).  The show committee has been 
discussing whether to issue a 30th Anniversary commemorative carving knife. 
 

• Show Committee consists of Jerry Trzebiatowski, Greg Wirtz, Ashten Brown, Libby Wirtz, 
Ron O’Kray, Marion O’Kray, and Mahala Earnhart.  Jerry Uher is an advisor to the show 
committee. 

 
• Letters with Show information have been sent.  We have (7) Tables paid for at this time.  

The following vendors have already agreed to be at the show:  Badger State Blades, Don 
Butler (The Carving Glove Guy), The Whittling Shack (Chris Whillock), and Moore Wood & 
Roughouts. 

 
• Car Magnets have arrived.  We have ordered (50) pieces.  There will be no charge for them, 

but we ask that you sign for them, so that in 2026 we can give you just a label with dates for 
the 2026.  (36) magnets have already been claimed.  If you would like one, contact Ron 
O’Kray.  They work, I have been stopped in the Walmart parking lot and asked for more 
information after they saw the magnet on my vehicle. 

 
• Next Show committee meeting will be at 3:00 PM on Wednesday November 13, 2024 at the 

1st United Church of Christ in Wisconsin Rapids, WI.   

 
New Business 
 

• At the November meeting, we will vote for club officers for 2025.   
  

• Christmas Party:  Becky Engstrand and Bobbi O’Shasky volunteered to be in charge.  They 
will check out location, date, price & menu and report back at the next business meeting. 

 
• Ashten Brown suggested checking out “Carving for a Cause” on the internet. 
 
• Ashten Brown also stated that Badger State Blades is having a “Pumpkin Carving Contest 

and Knife Giveaway.  She said the Pumpkin can be either wood or real.  Submit a photo of 
your best carved pumpkin by Midnight October 30, 2024 (12;00 AM CST, 10/30/24) for your 
chance to win a special Badger State Blade  carving knife.  No purchase necessary to enter.  
badgerstateblades.com.   

 
• We received information about the 1st Annual “Artists and Authors Black Friday Pop Up 

Shop.  Information  attached. 
 

• No Other New Business 
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Club Meeting Dates:   
 

• October 15, 2024  Lincoln Center, Stevens Point, 5:30 to 8:30 PM 
• October 16, 2024 1st Congregational Church, Wisconsin Rapids, 5:30 to 8:30  
• October 23, 2024 1st Congregational Church, Wisconsin Rapids, 5:30 to 8:30 
• October 30, 2024 1st Congregational Church, Wisconsin Rapids, 5:30 to 8:30  
• November 5, 2024  Lincoln Center, Stevens Point, 5:30 to 8:30 PM 
• November 6, 2024 1st Congregational Church, Wisconsin Rapids, 5:30 to 8:30  
• November 13, 2024 1st Congregational Church, Wisconsin Rapids, 5:30 to 8:30  
• November 20, 2024 1st Congregational Church, Wisconsin Rapids, 5:30 to 8:30 
• November 27, 2024 No Carving because of proximity to Thanksgiving. 

 
• SHOW AND TELL:  Badger State Blades had a very nice display of their knives for sale.  Tom 

Kissner showed a relief carving that he had just completed.   
 
• There being no other business President Greg Wirtz asked for a motion to adjourn.                              

Jerry Trezbiatowski made the motion seconded by Tom Kissner.    All approved.                              

Meeting adjourned 7;00 PM. 

 

CLUB OFFICIERS: 
 

• President  Greg Wirtz  715-423-0471  gswirtz@outlook.com 

• Vice President  Diane Swiggum  715-459-3221                  mrschips48@gmail.com 

• Secretary   Ron O’Kray  715-341-2214  ron.marion@charter.net 

• Treasurer  Ron O’Kray  715-341-2214  ron.marion@charter.net 

• Webmaster  Kyle Mallek  715-323-6390  kyle.mallek@gmail.com 

• Seminar Chairman Chet James  715-347-0234  chtbon@solarus.net 

• Historian  Stan Carlson  715-341-3695  scarlson@uwsp.edu 

• Sunshine Person  Marion O’Kray  715-341-2214  ron.marion@charter.net 

• Librarian  Bill Jacobs  715-421-4962  williamjacobs@charter.net 

• Hostess   Marion O’Kray  715-341-2214  ron.marion@charter.net 

• Facebook Administrator Ashten Brown  715-697-6010  orders@badgerstateblades.com 

• Show Chairman  Jerry Trzebiatowski 715-310-9900  Jerald6@gmail.com 

Future Carving Shows in 2024 

Deforrest – Sunday October 27, 2024 
Capitol Area Carvers of Wisconsin & Badger Woodturners – 33rd Annual Show and Sale 
Cindy Potthast, 608-712-2989, cynthia.potthast@gmail.com   
 
Waupaca – Sunday November 3, 2024 
Waupaca Area Woodcarvers 
Harold Mohr 715-281-4923 or Kathy Brehm 920-740-1986 
 
Denmark, WI Saturday and Sundy November 9 &10, 2024 
Northeast Wisconsin Woodworker’s Guild 41st Annual Artistry in Wood” Show 
Randy Hendricks 920-676-6466 or show@newwg.org  

 

More information and forms for registration for upcoming shows are on the club website 
www.wisconsin riverwoodcarvers.org.   
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WISCONSIN RIVER WOODCARVERS 
 

3rd ANNUAL JOHN ENGLER SEMINAR 2024 
 

John Engler of Battlefield, MO will be conducting a (3) day woodcarving class and a (1) day painting class.  John has been carving full time since 1983 

when he graduated from Southwest Missouri State University with a BFA degree.  He is very active in teaching relief carving and watercolor painting 

throughout the U.S., as well as operating the John Lee Engler and Associate design studio.  He specializes in medium relief woodcarving finishing them 

off with watercolors.  Blanks would cost between $40.00 and $45.00.  Pay John for blanks at start of class.  Check out his website 

www.johnenglerwoodcarving.com.  John needs minimum of (9) students and maximum of (13) students for carving and (10) students’ maximum for 

painting. 

 

CARVING:  Monday, Tuesday, & Wednesday September 15, 16, & 17, 2025 

 

PAINTING:  Thursday September 18, 2024 

 

TIME:  8:30 AM to 4:30 PM 

 

WHERE:  Lincoln Center (Room A & B) 

   1519 Water Street 

   Stevens Point, WI 54481 

 

COST: CARVING ONLY - $210.00 for Wisconsin River Woodcarvers members and $225.00 for 

Non-Members (Plus roughout) 

 

CARVING & PAINTING - $280.00 for Wisconsin River Woodcarvers members and 

$300.00 for Non-Members. (Plus roughout) 

 

   Meals are not included. 

 

WHAT TO BRING: Hand Tools and Bench Knife.  Paint brushes if painting.  John will furnish paint. 

 
For additional information or questions contact “Seminar Chairman” Chet James 715-347-0234 or E-mail chtbon@solarus.net 

 

Name (please print) ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

City / State /Zip________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

E-mail________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

AMOUNT ENCLOSED: _____________________ 

 

CANCELLATION POLICY:  If you cancel the class more than (30) days prior to the class, your entire registration will be refunded.  If you cancel (8) to 

(30) days from the start of the class, your registration fee minus $20.00 will be refunded.  If you cancel (7) or fewer days prior to the start of the class, no money will be 

refunded. 

 

Payment due at time of registration. 

 

Make checks payable to: Wisconsin River Woodcarvers Inc. 

 

Mail completed form to: Wisconsin River Woodcarvers 

Ronald O’Kray – Treasurer, 1449 Sunny Crest Drive, Stevens Point, WI 54482-9432 

http://www.johnenglerwoodcarving.com/
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