September 2025 Newsletter

By: Ron O’Kray - Secretary / Treasurer

President Greg Wirtz called the meeting to order at 6:15 PM on September 10, 2025.

Minutes from August 2025 Meeting: Motion made by Chet James and seconded by Tom Kissner to accept

as sent. All in attendance approved.

INCOME AND EXPENSES SINCE LAST NEWSLETTER
EXPENSES DESCRIPTION INCOME DESCRIPTION
$1,750.00 | Commemorative Knives $350.00 | Vic Hood Seminar
$65.06 | Newsletter S308.00 | Club Shirts
$39.25 | Lamp Parts $650.00 | Banquet Meals
$16.10 | Shipping S425.00 | Tables @ 2025 Show
$58.01 | Advertising $585.00 | 2025 Knives
Floyd Rhadigan
$30.00 | Rent of Lincoln Center $150.00 | Seminar
$1,586.09 | Ribbons for Show §7.10 | Refund Postage
$56.88 | Shelving $24.00 | Dues 2025/ 2026
$30.00 | Refund Banquet Meal
$183.44 | Show Printing
$,3814.83 $2,499.10

e A motion was made by Ashten Brown and seconded by Echo Keller to approve the Treasurer’s
Report. Allin attendance agreed.

Membership: We have (99) memberships paid for in 2025. Richard & Jan Doll of St. Cloud, Mn joined the
club. Welcome Richard & Jana.



Sunshine Report: Libby Wirtz reported she sent a “Get Well’ card to Katharine Wechorek. We hope she
is feeling better. If you know of a club member that is sick, contact Libby Wirtz at 715-315-4901 or
libbywirtz@gmail.com.

Old Business:

Those that attended the Central Wisconsin State Fair in Marshfield, WI did well. Tom Kissner
received (6) 15 Place ribbons & (3) 2™ Place Ribbons in the Senior class. Ron O’Kray received
“Best of Show”, (7) 1%t place Ribbons, and (3) 2" Ribbons in the Senior class. Greg Wirtz received
“Best of Show”, “Runner-Up “, (18) 1% Place Ribbons, and (1) 2" Place Ribbon in the “Open’ class.

Discussion was held on having a show in 2026. At the June 2025 business meeting; Libby Wirtz
made a motion, seconded by Gary Kaltenbach to have a show at the Holiday Inn in Stevens Point
on September 19 & 20, 2026. All in attendance approved. Jerry Trzebiatowski and Ron O’Kray will
work with the Holiday Inn on a contract for 2026. We have not signed a contract with the Holiday
Inn at this time, awaiting 2025 Show outcome.

Discussion was held at the June 2025 business meeting for a featured Carver for 2026. John
Engler was the unanimous choice of the show committee. David King made a motion, seconded
by Tom Kissner to have John Engler be the featured Carver in 2026. All in attendance approved.

No Other Old Business

Upcoming Seminars

The 3rd Annual John Engler Seminar will be held at the Lincoln Center is Stevens Point, WI. There
will be a (3) day woodcarving class (Monday, Tuesday, & Wednesday, September 15, 16, & 17,
2025) and a (1) day painting class (Thursday September 18, 2025). He specializes in medium relief
woodcarving finishing them off with watercolors. Cost of the seminar, Carving only - $210.00
members and $225.00 non-members. Cost of Carving & Painting - $280.00 for members and
$300.00 for non-members. Blanks would cost between $40.00 and $45.00. Pay John for blanks
at start of class. Check out his website www.johnenglerwoodcarving.com.. We have (12) carvers
already paid. The class is full.

Vic Hood of Franklin, TN will be holding a (5) day carving seminar after the 2025 show. Vic
specializes in carving a realistic human bust in Butternut. The project will be smaller than life size.
Vic has been carving and teaching for over 25 years. The seminar will be from Monday thru Friday
September 22, 23, 24, 25, & 26, 2025 in the Workshop of the Lincoln Center, 1519 Water Street,
Stevens Point, WI. Hours will be 8:30 AM to 4:30 PM. The cost of the Seminar will be $350.00
plus blank for members of the Wisconsin River Woodcarvers and $400.00 plus blank for non-
members. Blank will cost between $70.00 and $80.00. Pay Vic for blank. The maximum number
of students is (10). We have (6) carvers paid at this time.


http://www.johnenglerwoodcarving.com/

e Because of all the fun that we had, we will be having the 5th Annual Floyd Rhadigan Seminar. It
will be held at the Lincoln Center is Stevens Point, WI on Tuesday, Wednesday, & Thursday, April
28, 29, & 30, 2026. Cost is $150.00 plus roughout(s) for Wisconsin River Woodcarvers members
and & $160.00 plus roughouts(s) for Non-Members. The cost for the seminar has stayed the same
from 2022 to 2026. Cost of roughouts is between $15.00 and $40.00. Pay Floyd for roughouts at
start of class. Registration form is attached to this newsletter, or available on the club website
www.wisconsinriverwoodcarvers.org. We have (5) carvers already paid.

e Because John Engler will be our featured carver in 2026 and the fact the John Engler Seminar is
always full, we will be having the 4th Annual John Engler Seminar to be held at the Lincoln Center
is Stevens Point, WI. There will be a (3) day woodcarving class (Monday, Tuesday, & Wednesday,
September 14, 15, & 16, 2026) and a (1) day painting class (Thursday September 17, 2026). He
specializes in medium relief woodcarving finishing them off with watercolors. Cost of the seminar,
Carving only - $210.00 members and $225.00 non-members. Cost of Carving & Painting - $280.00
for members and $300.00 for non-members. Blanks would cost between $40.00 and $45.00. Pay
John for blanks at start of class. Check out his website www.johnenglerwoodcarving.com. A form
is attached to this newsletter.

2025 Show

e Show Committee consists of Jerry Trzebiatowski, Greg Wirtz, Ashten Brown, Libby Wirtz, Ron
O’Kray, and Mahala Earnhart. Jerry Uher is an advisor to the show committee. Diane Swiggum
will join the Show Committee for the 2026 Show.

e We have (145) Tables paid for at this time. The following vendors have already agreed to be at
the show: Badger State Blades, Don Butler (The Carving Glove Guy), Jim Hart (Wood vendor),
Karen Henderson (Spoons), John Dunkle (Dunkle Knives), The Whittling Shack (Chris Whillock),
Moore Wood & Roughouts, Chief Books LLC, Charlene Lynum, My Chip Carving (Marty Leenhouts,
Fred & Elaine Stenman, and Stadtlander Woodcarvings. We have (1) table left.

e Adiscussion was held at the December 11" Show Committee meeting about allowing other items
than woodcarvings on show tables. The current show rules state: “This is a woodcarving
competition; we request that at least 60% of your tables(s) be for woodcarvings”. The Show
Committee discussed this clause and decided to allow: woodworking (e.g. cutting boards, boxes,
and wood turnings as long as the items are handcrafted by the craftsman selling the item.) We
want quality items (NO IMPORTS). We have (2) woodworkers signed up at this time.

e We will have an ornament tree. When you are carving ornaments, carve an extra one or two for
the Christmas tree. They can be given to either Jerry, Greg, or Ron at any time. The tree and
ornaments will be raffled off at the 2025 show.

e The following carvers had agreed to be judges at the show: Tom Kautz, Gene Bengal, April Bird,
John Engler, Gerald Lesch, and Joe Longo.

e Polo Shirts are ordered and will be delivered at the Show.
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http://www.wisconsinriverwoodcarvers.org/
http://www.johnenglerwoodcarving.com/

e 30" ANNIVERSARY COMMERATIVE KNIVES: We have some knives available. Contact Ron if you
are interested.

e Badger State blades will donate an additional (10) commemorative knives with a 2” straight blade.
Best of Novice, Best of Intermediate, and Best of Advanced will get one. (2) knives will go on the
Raffle, (1) will go to the winner of “Whittling Contest”, (1) will go to winner of the “People’s
Choice, and (2) will be given out at the Saturday night banquet. Read next paragraph.

e Inorder to get more pieces into competition, Ashten Brown of Badger State Blades came up with
an idea. With a table rental, a carver can put (6) pieces in competition with (2) in any one
category. A carver can enter more than (6) pieces in competition for an additional charge of $5.00
per carving. This year carvings can be entered into competition that have been finished after
September 20, 2021. If a carver would enter (6) or more pieces into competition, they would be
given a ticket for a Wisconsin River Woodcarvers / Badger State Blades commemorative knife with
a 2” straight blade. This knife would be different from the commemorative knife that the club will
be selling.

e (3)lamps are complete. Waiting for the remainder of segments to be returned.

e Mahala Earhart will be contacting club members to assist in selling Raffle Tickets.

New Business

e We need help on Friday September 19t at the Holiday Inn to help set the show up. If you can
help contact Ron O’Kray or Jerry Trzebiatowski.

e Becky Engstrand & Bobbi O’Shasky have agreed to be in charge of the Christmas Party this year.

e We will NOT meet on Wednesday September 17" at the 15t united Church of Christ in Wisconsin
Rapids, WI, but the Show Committee will meet in Stevens Point at the ADRC at 4:30 PM.

e No Other New Business

Club Meeting Dates:

e September 16, 2025 Lincoln Center, Stevens Point, 5:30 to 8:30 PM

e September 17, 2025 NO MEETING

e September 24, 2025 1°t Congregational Church, Wisconsin Rapids, 5:30 to 8:30
e QOctober 1, 2025 15t Congregational Church, Wisconsin Rapids, 5:30 to 8:30
e October 7, 2025 Lincoln Center, Stevens Point, 5:30 to 8:30 PM

e October 8, 2025 1°t Congregational Church, Wisconsin Rapids, 5:30 to 8:30
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SHOW and TELL:

CLUB OFFICIERS:

President

Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Webmaster

Seminar Chairman

Historian

Sunshine Person

Librarian
Hostess

Facebook Administrator

Show Chairman

Greg Wirtz
Diane Swiggum
Ron O’Kray
Ron O’Kray
Kyle Mallek
Chet James
Stan Carlson
Libby Wirtz

Bill Jacobs

Ashten Brown

Jerry Trzebiatowski

Stopper that is almost complete.

715-423-0471
715-459-3221
715-341-2214
715-341-2214
715-323-6390
715-347-0234
715-341-3695
715-315-4901
715-421-4962

715-697-6010
715-310-9900

gswirtz@outlook.com

mrschips48@gmail.com

ron.marion@charter.net

ron.marion@charter.net

kyle.mallek@gmail.com

chtbon@solarus.net

scarlson@uwsp.edu

libbywirtz@gmail.com
williamjacobs@charter.net

orders@badgerstateblades.com

Jerald6@gmail.com

Gary Kalenbach showed a pair of cowboy boots that he completed and a Bottle

There being no other business President Greg Wirtz asked for a motion to adjourn. Ken Brzezinski
made the motion and seconded by Dick Fleisner. All in attendance approved. Meeting adjourned

at 7:45 PM.
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UPCOMING CARVING EVENTS:

e The Wisconsin River Woodcarvers will be holding their 215t Annual Show, Competition, and Sale on
Saturday and Sunday September 20 & 21, 2025 at the Holiday Inn and Convention Center, 1001
Amber Ave., Stevens Point, WI. Saturday hours are 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM and Sunday hours are
9:00 AM to 4:00 PM. Admission is $5.00. Ages 12 and under are free. For more information visit
our website www.wisconsinriverwoodcarvers.org or call Show Chairman Jerry Trzebiatowski 715-
310-9900.

e The Chippewa Valley Wood Carving Show will be held on Saturday September 27, 2025 at the
Brickhouse Pub and Banquet Room, 2233 Birch Street, Eau Claire, Wl From 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM.
Free Admission, Open to the Public, Demonstrations, Door Prizes. If Interested in a table, contact
Charlene Lynum @ (715-497-6296). Sponsored by the West Wisconsin Wood carvers Guild.

e The Capitol Area Carvers will be holding their Annual show on October 26, 2025 at the DeForest
Area High School, 815 Jefferson Street, DeForest; WI. Show hours are 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM. For
more information contact April Bird @ 608-320-9217 or abird153@gmail.com. Registration forms
available on club website www.wisconsinriverwoodcarvers.org.

e The Waupaca Area Woodcarvers will present there “2025 Artistry in Wood” Show, Sale &
Competition on Sunday November 2, 2025 at the Waupaca Recreation Center, 407 School Street,
Waupaca, WI from 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM. Admission is $5.00, children (1 —16) Free. For more
information contact Harold Mohr 715-281-4923. Registration forms available on club website
WWW.Wisconsinriverwoodcarvers.org.

e The Northeast Wisconsin Wood Workers Guild (NEWWG) will be holding their 42"¥ Annual show
on Saturday and Sunday November 8 & 9, 2025 at the Denmark High School, 450 North Wall
Street, Denmark, WI. Saturday hours are 9:30 AM to 4:00 PM and Sunday hours are 9:30 AM to
2:30 PM. Admission is $5.00 (underage 12 free). Questions: Contact Randy Hendricks 920-676-
6466, Jim Michaels 920-863-8658, or show@newwg.org. Registration forms available on club
website www.wisconsinriverwoodcarvers.org.

e KARVE IN 10 will be held at the Westby High School, 206 West Avenue S, Wesby Wi on Saturday
April 11, 2026 from 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM. Multiple drawings for carvers, Free Admission,
Donation accepted. For more information contact: John Sutton at lbarnfarms@gmail.com or
Steve Michaels at 608-769-8498 and stevemichaels@westby-norse.org.

e The Mid-Wisconsin Chippers will be holding their 50" Annual “Artistry in Wood” will be held on
Sunday May 3, 2026 from 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM at The Oshkosh Convention Center, 2 North Main
Street, Oshkosh, WI. Admission is $5.00. Ages 12 and under are free. For more information
checkout their website
www.midwisconsinchippers.weebly.com
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WISCONSIN RIVER WOODCARVERS

S5th ANNUAL SPRING FLOYD RHADIGAN SEMINAR

CARVING: Tuesday, Wednesday, & Thursday April 28, 29, & 30, 2026
TIME: 8:30 AM to 4:30 PM
WHERE: Lincoln Center (Rooms A & B)

1519 Water Street

Stevens Point, WI 54481

COST: Wisconsin River Woodcarvers Members: $150.00 plus roughout(s). Pay Floyd for
roughout. Cost of roughout between $15.00 and $40.00

Non-Wisconsin River Woodcarvers Members s: $160.00 plus roughout(s). Pay Floyd
for roughout. Cost of roughout between $15.00 and $40.00

Meals are not included.

WHAT TO BRING: Quality and sharp hand tools and knives

For additional information or questions contact Greg Wirtz (715-423-0471) or Ron O’Kray (715-341-2214).

Name (please print)

Address

City / State /Zip

Phone

E-
mail

CANCELLATION POLICY: If you cancel the class more than (30) days prior to the class, your entire registration will be
refunded. If you cancel (8) to (30) days from the start of the class, your registration fee minus $20.00 will be refunded. If you
cancel (7) or fewer days prior to the start of the class, no money will be refunded.

Payment due at time of registration.

Make checks payable to: Wisconsin River Woodcarvers Inc.
Mail completed form to: Ronald O’Kray — Treasurer
1449 Sunny Crest Drive

Stevens Point, WI 54481



WISCONSIN RIVER WOODCARVERS

4th ANNUAL JOHN ENGLER SEMINAR 2026

CARVING: Monday, Tuesday, & Wednesday, September 14, 15, & 16, 2026
PAINTING: Thursday September 17, 2026
TIME: 8:30 AM to 4:30 PM
WHERE: Lincoln Center (Rooms A & B)
1519 Water Street

Stevens Point, WI 54481

COST: CARVING ONLY - $210.00 for Wisconsin River Woodcarvers members and
$225.00 for Non-Members (Plus roughout)

CARVING & PAINTING - $280.00 for Wisconsin River Woodcarvers members
and $300.00 for Non-Members (Plus roughout)

Meals are not included.

WHAT TO BRING: Hand tools and Bench Knife. Paint Brushes if painting. John will furnish paint.

For additional information or questions contact Greg Wirtz (715-423-0471) or Ron O’Kray (715-341-2214).

Name (please print)

Address

City State Zip

Phone

E-mail

I wish to pay my 2026 Dues at this time $24.00 $

AMOUNT ENCLOSED $

CANCELLATION POLICY: If you cancel the class more than (30) days prior to the class, your entire registration will be
refunded. If you cancel (8) to (30) days from the start of the class, your registration fee minus $20.00 will be refunded. If you
cancel (7) or fewer days prior to the start of the class, no money will be refunded.

Payment due at time of registration.

Make checks payable to: Wisconsin River Woodcarvers Inc.
Mail completed form to: Ronald O’Kray — Treasurer
1449 Sunny Crest Drive

Stevens Point, WI 54481



