October 2025 Newsletter

By: Ron O’Kray - Secretary / Treasurer

President Greg Wirtz called the meeting to order at 6:35 PM on October 8, 2025.

Minutes from September 2025 Meeting: Motion made by Chet James and seconded by Dick
Fleisner to accept as sent. All in attendance approved.

Income and Expenses Since Last Newsletter

Expenses Description Income Description
$91.01 | Office Supplies for 2025 Show $420.00 | Sale of Commemorative Knives
$3,440.00 | John Engler Seminar $193.00 | Dues
$44.77 | September Newsletter $220.00 | Tables @ 2025 Show
$800.00 | Startup Cash $240.00 | Banquet Meal
$7.30 | Mailing of Commemorative knife $20.00 | Donation to Raffle
$491.05 | Commemorative Shirts $3,401.00 | Saturday Admission
$18.00 | Exhibitor Ribbons $2,423.00 | Saturday Raffle
$240.00 | Security $800.00 | Startup Money
$129.61 | Rent of U-Haul trailer $2,026.00 | Sunday Admission
$2,200.00 | Vic Hood seminar $1,225.00 | Sunday Raffle
$458.30 | Photography @ 2025 Show $220.00 | Extra Carvings in Competition
$55.17 | Shipping of Raffle Prizes $5.00 | Sale of Club Patch
$9,370.31 | Holiday Inn $1,450.00 | John Engler 2026 Seminar
$1,160.50 | Soundworks Systems $80.00 | Tables @ 2026 Show
$92.70 | Refund of Banquet Meals
$50.00 | 2026 Raffle License
$97.73 | Word Fence
$18,746.4 $12,723.0
5 TOTAL EXPENSES 0 TOTAL INCOME




A motion was made by Mahala Earnhart and seconded by David Kingto approve the
Treasurer’s Report. All in attendance agreed.

Membership: We have (100) memberships paid for in 2025. Tom Heideman of Thresa, WI
joined the club. Welcome Tom.

Sunshine Report: Libby Wirtz reported a good month. She did not send any cards out. If you
know of a club member that is sick, contact Libby Wirtz at 715-315-4901 or
libbywirtz@gmail.com.

Old Business:

Those carvers who attended the John Engler Seminar prior to the show had a great time.
Quite a number of beautiful pieces. Those of us that attended the Vic Hood class worked
hard, stayed late, but did not finish our pieces. We have home work. A very enjoyable
time, with much new knowledge gained.

Becky Engstrand & Bobbi O’'Shasky have agreed to be in charge of the Christmas Party
this year. Ornament Exchange only this year.

30" ANNIVERSARY COMMERATIVE KNIVES: We have a few knives available. Cost is
$60.00. Contact Ron if you are interested.

No Other Old Business

Upcoming Seminars

Because of all the fun that we had, we will be having the 5th Annual Floyd Rhadigan
Seminar. It will be held at the Lincoln Center is Stevens Point, Wl on Tuesday,
Wednesday, & Thursday, April 28, 29, & 30, 2026. Cost is $150.00 plus roughout(s) for
Wisconsin River Woodcarvers members and & $160.00 plus roughouts(s) for Non-
Members. The cost for the seminar has stayed the same from 2022 to 2026. Cost of
roughouts is between $15.00 and $40.00. Pay Floyd for roughouts at start of class.
Registration form is attached to this newsletter, or available on the club website
www.wisconsinriverwoodcarvers.org. \We have (5) carvers already paid.

Because John Engler will be our featured carver in 2026 and the fact the John Engler
Seminar is always full, we will be having the 4th Annual John Engler Seminar to be
held at the Lincoln Center is Stevens Point, WI. There will be a (3) day woodcarving class
(Monday, Tuesday, & Wednesday, September 14, 15, & 16, 2026) and a (1) day
painting class (Thursday September 17, 2026). He specializes in medium relief
woodcarving finishing them off with watercolors. Cost of the seminar, Carving only -
$210.00 members and $225.00 non-members. Cost of Carving & Painting - $280.00 for
members and $300.00 for non-members. Blanks would cost between $40.00 and
$45.00. Pay John for blanks at start of class. Check out his website
www.johnenglerwoodcarving.com. A form is attached to this newsletter. (6) carvers have
paid for the seminar. John will take a maximum of (12) students.




2025 Show

e Saturday Admission — 680 Paid

Sunday Admission — 405 Paid

e (105) ltems on the Raffle

e Saturday raffle - $2,423.00

e Sunday raffle - $1,225.00

e Total Profit - $1,859.68

e Number of Exhibitor Tables — 143

e Maximum Number of Tables with Current Layout — 145
e Overall Best of Show & Best of Advanced Winner — Vic Hood of Franklin, TN
¢ Best of Intermediate — Rick Pacyna of Stevens Point, WI
e Best of Novice — Jan Doll of St. Cloud, MN

e Carving Contest — Kyle Mallek of Wisconsin Rapids, WI
e People’s Choice — Cherie Ruenger of St. Germain, WI

e 107 Carvers entered into Competition. 28 in Novice, 19 in Intermediate, 55 in Advanced, &
(2) in Youth

e Advanced had (172) pieces in Competition
¢ Intermediate had (74) pieces in Competition
¢ Novice had (79) pieces in Competition.

¢ Youth had (5) pieces in competition.

e Russell Scott of St. Paul, MN posted a 1 hour 27 min. video of our show. To view:

You Tube

International Woodcarvers Assn.

Woodcarving Show in Stevens point in Wisconsin 2025
https://youtu.be/-20N16L._BUw?si=eFZbsK3j-1Sddkwt

2026 Show



e Show Committee consists of Jerry Trzebiatowski, Greg Wirtz, Ron O’Kray, Mahala
Earnhart, Tom Kissner, and Diane Swiggum. We would like to have (7) members on the
show Committee. If you are interested, contact Greg Wirtz. Jerry Trzebiatowski will be
Show Chairman. Jerry Uher Ashten Brown, Libby Wirtz are advisors to the show
committee.

¢ We have a signed contract with the Holiday Inn for 2026.

HOLIDAY INN COMPARISONS

2025 2026

Rooms $119.99 $124.00

$1,000.0 | $1,050.0
Event 0 0
Tables $35.00 $35.00
Electricity $25.00 $50.00
Food $2,000.0 | $2,200.0
Minimum 0 0

e John Engler will be featured Carver.

New Business

e Jan Jenson has offered to teach a (3) day class for the Wisconsin River Woodcarvers
after April 1, 2026. Jan Jenson teaches “Old World Style Chip Carving”. The cost for the
class would be $90.00 plus the cost of Projects which range in price from $15.00 and up.
Minimum number of students is (6), with maximum at (12). Ron O’Kray, Mahala
Earnhart, Diane Swiggum, Jerry Trzebiatowski, and Gry Kaltenbach showed interest. If
you are interested, contact Ron O’Kray for more information. Ron will work with Jan to
determine dates.

e Election of Officers on November 12, 2025.

e Ashten Brown is stepping down as Facebook Administrator. We are looking for a person
to fill this position. Contact Greg Wirtz is interested.

e No Other New Business



CLUB OFFICIERS:

President Greg Wirtz 715-423-0471 gswirtz@outlook.com
Vice President Diane Swiggum 715-459-3221
mrschips48@gmail.com
Secretary Ron O’Kray 715-341-2214
ron.marion@charter.net
Treasurer Ron O’Kray 715-341-2214
ron.marion@charter.net
Webmaster Kyle Mallek 715-323-6390
kyle.mallek@gmail.com
Seminar Chairman Chet James 715-347-0234 chtbon@solarus.net
Historian Stan Carlson 715-341-3695 scarlson@uwsp.edu
Sunshine Person Libby Wirtz 715-315-4901
libbywirtz@gmail.com
Librarian Bill Jacobs 715-421-4962
williamjacobs@charter.net
Hostess
Facebook Administrator Ashten Brown 715-697-6010
orders@badgerstateblades.com
Show Chairman Jerry Trzebiatowski 715-310-9900 Jerald6@gmail.com

Club Meeting Dates:

October 15, 2025 Show Committee Meeting, 3:00 PM 1t Congregational
Church

October 15, 2025 1t Congregational Church, Wisconsin Rapids, 5:30 to 8:30
PM

October 21, 2025 Lincoln Center, Stevens Point, 5:30 to 8:30 PM

October 22, 2025 1t Congregational Church, Wisconsin Rapids, 5:30 to 8:30
PM

October 29, 2025 1t Congregational Church, Wisconsin Rapids, 5:30 to 8:30
PM

November 4, 2025 Lincoln Center, Stevens Point, 5:30 to 8:30 PM
November 5, 2025 1t Congregational Church, Wisconsin Rapids, 5:30 to 8:30
PM

November 12, 2025 1st Congregational Church, Wisconsin Rapids, 5:30 to
8:30 PM

SHOW and TELL:



Snowman Relief by Bobbi O’Shaky of Rudolph, WI
Racoons by Mahala Earnhart of Rice Lake, WI

There being no other business President Greg Wirtz asked for a motion to adjourn.
Mahala Earnhart made the motion and seconded by Dick Fleisner. All in attendance
approved. Meeting adjourned at 7:10 PM.

.UPCOMING CARVING EVENTS:

The Capitol Area Carvers will be holding their Annual show on October 26, 2025 at the
DeForest Area High School, 815 Jefferson Street, DeForest; WI. Show hours are 9:00
AM to 4:00 PM. For more information contact April Bird @ 608-320-9217 or
abird153@gmail.com. Registration forms available on club website
www.wisconsinriverwoodcarvers.org.

The Waupaca Area Woodcarvers will present there “2025 Artistry in Wood” Show, Sale
& Competition on Sunday November 2, 2025 at the Waupaca Recreation Center, 407
School Street, Waupaca, WI from 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM. Admission is $5.00, children (1 —
16) Free. For more information contact Harold Mohr 715-281-4923. Registration forms
available on club website www.wisconsinriverwoodcarvers.org.

The Northeast Wisconsin Wood Workers Guild (NEWWG) will be holding their 42
Annual show on Saturday and Sunday November 8 & 9, 2025 at the Denmark High
School, 450 North Wall Street, Denmark, WI. Saturday hours are 9:30 AM to 4:00 PM
and Sunday hours are 9:30 AM to 2:30 PM. Admission is $5.00 (underage 12 free).
Questions: Contact Randy Hendricks 920-676-6466, Jim Michaels 920-863-8658, or
show@newwg.org. Registration forms available on club website
www.wisconsinriverwoodcarvers.org.

KARVE IN 10 will be held at the Westby High School, 206 West Avenue S, Wesby Wi on
Saturday April 11, 2026 from 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM. Multiple drawings for carvers, Free
Admission, Donation accepted. For more information contact: John Sutton at
Ibarnfarms@gmail.com or Steve Michaels at 608-769-8498 and
stevemichaels@westby-norse.org.




e The Mid-Wisconsin Chippers will be holding their 50" Annual “Artistry in Wood” will be
held on Sunday May 3, 2026 from 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM at The Oshkosh Convention
Center, 2 North Main Street, Oshkosh, WI. Admission is $5.00. Ages 12 and under are
free. For more information checkout their website
www.midwisconsinchippers.weebly.com

CARVING:

TIME:

WHERE:

COST:

WHAT TO BRING:

WISCONSIN RIVER WOODCARVERS
5th ANNUAL SPRING FLOYD RHADIGAN SEMINAR
Tuesday, Wednesday, & Thursday April 28, 29, & 30, 2026
8:30 AM to 4:30 PM
Lincoln Center (Rooms A & B)
1519 Water Street
Stevens Point, WI 54481

Wisconsin River Woodcarvers Members: $150.00 plus roughout(s). Pay Floyd for
roughout.  Cost of roughout between $15.00 and $40.00

Non-Wisconsin River Woodcarvers Members s: $160.00 plus roughout(s). Pay Floyd
for roughout. Cost of roughout between $15.00 and $40.00

Meals are not included.

Quality and sharp hand tools and knives

For additional information or questions contact Greg Wirtz (715-423-0471) or Ron O’Kray (715-341-2214).

Name (please print)

Address

City / State /Zip




Phone

E-
mail

CANCELLATION POLICY: If you cancel the class more than (30) days prior to the class, your entire registration will be
refunded. If you cancel (8) to (30) days from the start of the class, your registration fee minus $20.00 will be refunded. If you
cancel (7) or fewer days prior to the start of the class, no money will be refunded.

Payment due at time of registration.
Make checks payable to: Wisconsin River Woodcarvers Inc.

Mail completed form to: Ronald O’Kray — Treasurer
1449 Sunny Crest Drive

Stevens Point, WI 54481

WISCONSIN RIVER WOODCARVERS

4th ANNUAL JOHN ENGLER SEMINAR 2026

CARVING: Monday, Tuesday, & Wednesday, September 14, 15, & 16, 2026
PAINTING: Thursday September 17, 2026
TIME: 8:30 AM to 4:30 PM
WHERE: Lincoln Center (Rooms A & B)
1519 Water Street
Stevens Point, WI 54481
COST: CARVING ONLY - $210.00 for Wisconsin River Woodcarvers members and

$225.00 for Non-Members (Plus roughout)

CARVING & PAINTING - $280.00 for Wisconsin River Woodcarvers members
and $300.00 for Non-Members (Plus roughout)

Meals are not included.

WHAT TO BRING: Hand tools and Bench Knife. Paint Brushes if painting. John will furnish paint.

For additional information or questions contact Greg Wirtz (715-423-0471) or Ron O’Kray (715-341-2214).

Name (please print)

Address

City State Zip




Phone

E-mail
I wish to pay my 2026 Dues at this time $24.00 $
AMOUNT ENCLOSED S

CANCELLATION POLICY: If you cancel the class more than (30) days prior to the class, your entire registration will be
refunded. If you cancel (8) to (30) days from the start of the class, your registration fee minus $20.00 will be refunded. If you
cancel (7) or fewer days prior to the start of the class, no money will be refunded.

Payment due at time of registration.

Make checks payable to: Wisconsin River Woodcarvers Inc.
Mail completed form to: Ronald O’Kray — Treasurer
1449 Sunny Crest Drive

Stevens Point, WI 54481



